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PRESS RELEASE

ZEYNEP UCBASARAN, piano

In recital

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE,  OCTOBER 25, 2005

Pianist Zeynep Ucbasaran performs works by Haydn, Beethoven, Saygun, Ravel, Liszt.
Santa Barbara based pianist Zeynep Ucbasaran will perform on Sunday afternoon at 4:00pm, December 4, 2005 at the Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara, 1535 Santa Barbara Street, Santa Barbara, in a solo performance co-sponsored by UCSB Music Affiliates and the Santa Barbara Music Club.

On the program are Joseph Haydn's Sonata in E minor (Hob. XVI/34), Ludwig van Beethoven's 11 Bagatelles (Op. 119), four preludes from A. Adnan Saygun's 12 Preludes on Aksak Rhythms (Op. 45), Maurice Ravel's Sonatine, and also three works by Franz Liszt:  Waldesrauschen, Sunt Lacrymae Rerum and Reminiscences de Lucia di Lammermoor.
The public is cordially invited. 
Donation requested at the door: $15 general, $10 for students and seniors. 
Tel: (805) 965-4583

Pianist Zeynep Ucbasaran started her music studies at age four at the Istanbul Conservatory. She has her Concert Artist Diploma from the Liszt Academy of Music, Budapest, where she studied under Prof. Katalin Nemes, pupil of Bela Bartok, and other noted artists. She obtained her advanced graduate degrees in Piano Performance from Hochschule für Musik, Freiburg, Germany. Her MA and DMA degrees in Piano Performance are from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles. Among other professional awards such as the American Liszt Society Award, Ucbasaran was a prize-winner in the 1996 and 2000 Los Angeles Liszt Competitions. She was designated a "woman of distinction in the year 2003" by the Daughters of Atatürk organization in the US. She has given many recitals and concerts in Turkey, Egypt, Hungary, Germany, England,  Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Slovenia, and in the United States. She made her Wigmore Hall debut in November 2004 and issued five CDs of the music of Liszt, Schubert, Mozart,  Scarlatti, Beethoven, and twentieth century composers such as Saygun, Bernstein and Muczynski.
Her upcoming recitals will take her to northern and southern California, North Dakota, Denmark, Switzerland, Turkey, Lithuania, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. In 2006 she will also be touring with a piano trio she has formed with musicians from the Zurich Opera. 
She has recorded Santa Barbara LISZT Album  (Eroica JDT3092), Virtuoso SCHUBERT (Eroica JDT3108) and LISZT / Sonata in B minor (Eroica JDT3135) for Eroica Classical Recordings in 2002 and 2003 to critical acclaim.
Her most recent albums are W. A. Mozart (Eroica JDT3222) and Scarlatti / Beethoven / Saygun / Bernstein / Muczynski (Eroica JDT3223), both recorded at the Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, and issued by Eroica in July 2005.
On W. A. Mozart (Eroica JDT3222)
"Ucbasaran's tone is deep and her technique is true, but it is her ability to phrase a line and shape a structure, her ability to make the lines sing and the shapes dance, her ability to go beyond playing the notes to transcending the score, her ability, in a word, to touch the sublime." James Leonard, AMG Reviews
On  Scarlatti / Beethoven / Saygun / Bernstein / Muczynski (Eroica JDT3223)
"She is definitely a star of the future. This recital amply displays her already amazing ability to capture the different styles and moods of the baroque, romantic and modern eras. Her Scarlatti and Beethoven are wonderful examples of controlled playing, yet the impression I got was that of a musician revelling in the simple beauties of these straightforward pieces; I dare say she really makes the music float through thin air."  Gerald Fenech, Classical.net
More information on Zeynep Ucbasaran including CD reviews, upcoming events, and publicity photos can be found at her website: www.zupiano.com.
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