Dear Friends,

In 2018, we celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the independence of the
Slovak Republic and the foundation of
diplomatic relations between Turkey
and Slovakia. Turkey recognized the
Slovak Republic in the very hours of its
independence. As of 5 April 1994, it was
amony the first countries which opened
an Embassy in Bratislava.

Deriving strength from the amicable relations and solid
interaction between the two nations, the spirit of cooperation
between Turkey and Slovakia has consistently flourished over
the following years. Turkey gave its utmost support for
Slovakia's successful integration to the democratic
transatlantic community. Today, after 25 years of solidarity
and collaboration, we enjoy excellent, friendly relations as close
partners and allies and we are committed to furthering our ties
in every aspect of life.

On this bistoric anniversary, I am honored to present you
two personalities with unique artistic skills.

Liszt in Istanbul by Ms. Zeynep Ucbagaran
My Turkish Meditation by Mr. Pavol Demes$

Taking into account the special bond between world famous
composer Franz Liszt and Bratislava, we embraced the idea of
pairing his work with a performance by renowned Turkish
pianist Ms. Zeynep Ucbasaran, based and inspired of Liszt's
adventure in Istanbul in 19th century.

The pbotography exbibition by my friend, Mr. Pavol
Demes, former Slovak Minister of International Relations, will
allow you to witness the spirit of various civilizations cradled in
Anatolia through the lens of a Slovak intellectual and diplomat.

On behalf of Turkish nation, I once again congratulate the
Slovak Republic, which has successfully taken its prominent
place in the international community during the past 25 years

Celebratlon and wish peace, prosperity and well-being to the friendly Slovak

people.
I l'FI
[ F |c / D RN | Versearl / Ashgiil Ugdiil, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey




Mili priatelia,

v roku 2018 sldvime 25. vyrocie samostatnosti Slovenskej
republiky anadviazania diplomatickych vztahov medzi
Tureckom a Slovenskom. Turecko uznalo Slovenskt republiku
uz v prvych bodindch jej samostatnosti. Diia 5. aprila 1994 sa
pridalo k prvym krajindm, ktoré otvorili v Bratislave svoje
velvyslanectvo.

Duch spoluprdce medzi Tureckom a Slovenskom sa
vnasledujicich rokoch neustdle rozvijal, cerpajic silu
zpriatelskych vztahov a pevnej interakcie medzi oboma
ndrodmi. Turecko poskytlo maximdlnu podporu tspesnej
integrdcii Slovenska do demokratickej transatlantickej
komunity. Dnes, po 25 rokoch solidarity a spoluprdce, sa ako
blizki partneri a spojenci teSime vynikajiicim priatelskym
vztahom a sme odhodlani rozsirovat nase vdizby v kazdom
aspekte Zivota.

Pri prileZitosti tobto bistorickébo vyrocia mi je ctou
predstavit Vdm dve osobnosti s jedinecnymi umeleckymi
schopnostami.

Vzbladom na Specidlnu vizbu svetozndmebo skladatela
Franza Liszta na Bratislavu sme sa chopili myslienky spojit jeho
dielo s vystipenim renomovanej tureckej klaviristiky Zeynep
Ug¢basaran, inspirovanym Lisztovym dobrodruZstvom
vIstanbulev 19. storoci.

Wystava fotografit méjbo priatela, pdna Pavla Demesa,
byvalébo ministra zabranicnych vztabov Slovenskej republiky,
Vdm prostrednictvom objektivu slovenského intelektudla
adiplomata umozni dotknit sa ducha réznych anatolskych
civilizdcit.

V mene tureckého ndroda este raz blaboZeldm Slovenskej
republike, ktord pocas poslednych 25 rokov tspesne zaujala
vyznamné miesto v medzindrodnom spolocenstve
apriatelskému slovenskému [udu Zeldm mier, prosperitu

a blahobyt.

Ashgiil Ugdiil, velvyslankyria Tureckej republiky

Zeynep Ucbagaran

Medzindrodne zndma kaviristka Zeynep
Ugbasaran zacala §tudovat na Istanbulskom
konzervatériu uz ako $tvorroénd. Diplom
koncertného umelca ziskala na Lisztovej
hudobnej akadémii v Budapesti. Neskor
ziskala postgradudlne tituly MA a DMA
vklavirnom prednese na Univerzite v Juznej
Kalifornii. Zije v Santa Barbare, Kalifornii.
Dalsie informdcie je mozné ndjst na
WWWw.zupiano.com

Internationally-known pianist Zeynep Ugbagaran started her music
studies at age four at the Istanbul Conservatory. She bas her Concert Artist
Diploma from the Liszt Academy of Music, Budapest, Hungary. She
obtained her MA and DMA degrees in Piano Performance from the
University of Soutbern California. She lives in Santa Barbara, California.
Further information can be found on www.zupiano.com

Piano Recital
Liszt in Istanbul /Program:

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

Magyar Dalok (Hungarian Melodies)

Grande Paraphrase de la Marche de Donizetti pour le Sultan Abdul-Medjid Khan.
Réminiscences de Lucia Di Lammermoor de Donizetti, I. Andante Final
Erlkénig,-Schubert/Liszt

Frederick Chopin (1810-1849)

Mazurka in B minor, Op. 33, No.4

Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1926)

Invitation to the Dance

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

Reminiscences de Norma de Bellini, Grande Fantaisie

Franz Liszt (1811-1886), zavital do Istanbulu ako klavirny virtuéz a
skladatel 7. juna 1847, kde odohral niekolko koncertov, pricom dvakrat
sa predstavil sultanovi Abdulovi Medjidovi v paldci Ciragan. Mesto
opustil 13. jula. Jedno z najzaujimavejsich diel, ktoré Liszt v Istanbule
predniesol, je Grande Paraphrase de la Marche de Donizetti pour le
Sultan Abdul-Medjid Khan. Je zndme, Ze z prijatia v Istanbule mal Liszt
velmi pozitivne dojmy.

Franz Liszt (1811-1886), who as a piano virtuoso and composer came to
Istanbul on June 7, 1847. He gave a number of concerts, performed twice for
Sultan Abdul-Medjid in the Ciragan (Tcheragan) Palace, and left the city on
July 13. One of the most interesting pieces that Liszt played in Istanbul is the
Grande Parapbrase de la Marche de Donizetti pour le Sultan Abdul-Medjid
Khan. We know that Liszt's own impressions of bis reception in Istanbul were
very positive.




Moja tureckd meditacia
Turecko je fascinujtca krajina, v ktorej
st zapisané dejiny civilizdcii. Z objavovania
posvdtnych miest na jeho dzemi
vybudovanych od doby kamennej, cez
antiku, stredovek az po modernti dobu mam
trvalé poteSenie.
Vyber fotografii pre tato vystavu
zachytdva najstarsiu svdtyriu na svete, ktora
zhruba pred 12 000 rokmi postavili
neoliticki zberaci a lovci; skalny chram sv.
Petra v Antiochii, kde vznikol pojem krestan; Tarzus, kde sa narodil
apostol narodov Pavol; zachovalé antické mesto Efez; chram v Myre,
kde pdsobil ako biskup sv. Mikulds; velkolepti byzantsku stavbu Hagiu

Sofiu v Kon3tantinopole (dnes Istanbul), ktord navstevovali
sv.Konstantin a Metod, predtym, ako prisli na Velkd Moravu;
stredoveké skalné chramy v Kapadocii, ¢i nddherné mesity v Urfe
alstanbule.

Som vdac¢ny tureckym diplomatom a priatelom, ktori mi umoznili
vostatnych dvoch dekddach spoznat, dokumentovat a prezentovat
toto vzdcne historické dedicstvo.

Pavol Demes (1956) je nezédvisly
odbornik na medzindrodné vztahy a
obc¢iansku spolo¢nost, autor
afotograf. Zije v Bratislave. Jeho
fotografie boli vystavované na
pocetnych domadcich azahra-
ni¢nych vystavéch, vratane Ankary
alstanbulu.

My Turkish Meditation

Turkey is a fascinating country in which the history of civilizations
is recorded. I have permanent joy discovering sacred sites on its
territory built from the Stone Age, through the Antiquity, the Middle
Ages to the modern times.

The selection of photographs for this exhibition depicts the oldest
shrine in the world, built by neolithic hunter-gatherers about 12,000
years ago; rock church of St. Peter in
Antioch, where the term Christian
originated; Tarzus, where the
Apostle to the Nations Paul was
born; the well-preserved ancient
city of Ephesus; the church in Myra,
where St. Nicholas served as bishop;
the most impressive Byzantine
building Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople (today's Istanbul), which was visited by St. Constantine
and Method, before they arrived to Great Moravia; medieval rock-cut
churches in Cappadocia; or the magnificent mosques in Urfa and
Istanbul.

[ am grateful to Turkish diplomats and friends, who helped me in
last two decades to discover, document and present this precious
historical heritage.

Pavol Deme3 (1956) is an independent expert on international
relations and civil society, author and photographer. He lives in
Bratislava. His photographs were exhibited at numerous domestic and
foreign exhibitions, including Ankara and Istanbul.
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